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Billings, !hltovutono Oounty. Nont.,

Merch 10, 1883

THE CLARKE'S FOREK TRAIL
" B{1lings to Cooke City-——Valuasble Sugzestions
for a Yagon Hoad from Billings
to the Fark

In an interview with Mr. George Geer, at oresent of the Park Hotel,
in this town, Tegarding the most feasible read from Cooke City to Billings,
the following information was obtainéd. My, Geer is cuite familiar with
the country between here and Cooke Jlity, having freouently traveled 1t,
when hunting, during a number of yeers nast. Last fall Mr, Ceer #uided
Jeneral Sheridan an? his party with an sutfi$ of over 30C animals from
Cocke City to this town, by a route which had wp to that time, been deemed
impracticable. Ee;etofore the great bﬁgbear..in any of the trails from
here to Cooke City and the Park, hes been the canyon of Clarke's Fork
River, which until a short time since was impassable even to pedestrians.
Threugh the efforts of Robert Neumeyer, who lives in the neighbo?hood.
2 mack 4rail has recently b=en cut throuzh the c¢anyon, and, with a moder-
ate eynenditure of monsy, a wazen road could be dullt through it. .Fol-
lowing Clarke’s Fork on its weat side from its debeuchure into the Yellow=
stone, a nolnt about 15 mileswest of 3illings, the oronnsed road would
eroes Biz Roclky Creek, =2 tributary ¢f Clarke's Fork, and vetween that and
Iittle Rocky or Line Creek, it would cross and re-cross Clarke's Fark to
avnid aome nrecipitons biuffs on the west side of the river. Thence in
a westerly direction, crossing Line Creek, {sc named froem its situstion
on the line between Montana and Yyoming) and the two branches of Bennett
Creek, t0 and through the canyon of Clarke's Fork. Thence cromsing Crane
dall Creek to the Nez Perces trail, which, witk the work already domne by

Mr. Davia of Cooke City, 1is capable of being mede a good wegon roed, to

1




from thers to the various pod LB of attmt_ion in f.he Park. In ordar %o

mkc ¥y good, sarﬂnenhle mon roul ’by tho foregoing routa. opan all tha'
"yoar aronnd, three bridgel wonld be raquirod. bnt these could be construct-
ed for a moderate sun. as the river is a favorable one to hridge.'and timber

The total cost of bridg-

for building_is'przaent in abundant quantitiea.
ing an? making a good road would not exceed $5,000. By this route Cooke
City would be but 90 miles distant from Billings, and the jJourney could be

maede in a day and a half. Visitors to the Park and the Clarke's Fork ¥ines

would, by this roadi effect a saving of mileage cf over ane-helf, and would

enter the Part at a more desirable ooint than those reached by the Liv-

I¢ guch a road were cozstructed 1% wrould com-

irgaton or Eozeman rcutes.

mané all the travel from the Ztinking Jater, ireytull and Dedar lountain

districte. at present when people from these iistricts come to Eillings,

which is their natural sumnHly poi%. they can follwo this route pretiy
clodely in the winter, when the Clarke's Fork Ziver 1s frozen over, but at ;;
sther times they are compellad to nzRe =2 troublesome and circuitous triv
by way of ryor's Gap in order to avold thg ernseirg of the Zlarkels Tork
'River, necessitating 2 trin of about 14C miles, while by the nropeosed
road only 2C miles traval would be necessary. The road and bdridges could

he kept in repair at a soell cost as the ceountry through which !4 passes D ;

is free from floeods. Herstofore it nas heen necessary Tor travelers from

-

e Park and the mining iztrict »f Zlarve's Fory, to adnmi the Ylez [erces

trall, a 7very circuitous route, In orler io avoid the Canyan of Clarke's
Fork., Yere =2 wazon road cut through thls cznyon the Jeurney -—rould be
shortened nearly one-half, and the discomfort »f the trin ~antirely dene

away with, The irducements »ffered for the consirmiction »f such 2 rosd are

varistts, To the tourist a region would be rendersd accessible which, for
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menn stratehu of cmtry. ﬁinr-iﬁc& sh daks u,. -!‘;flﬂtl nndnonntal.nl
) noet the’ oyo of mmlau throvgh thu uction. wa ham. almost within
-”s day's rido of Billlnga. a wtalth of uagnificoﬁt scenery that nost people
1ittle dream of. A vritor in a recent uumbar of Torest and Stranm speaka
‘of the ca:nyon 15 the follmring h.ng\mge.

"1 have seen all the principal cenyons of Montana and Wyoming and have
seen enlarged photos of the Royal Gorge oﬁ the Arkangas River of Colorade,
yet I have not hesitation in asserting thaf this (Clarke's Fork) Canyon
in most regarde, surpasses them all, and is only secondary in this country
to the "Grand Canyon of the Colorsdo.” There are mountain peaks overlook-
ing the Clarke's Fork Canyon that not only give a magnificent view of the
Canyon below, including Zeta Falls but one of the grandest views of park
-and &1stapt mountain peaks to be had in Montana or “Yyoming. There are peaks

| within twelve miles of this locality 12,000 feet above tide level.”

To ths veople ;f Billings the construction of such a road would go a
long way towards securing the trade of the Clarke's Fork mines, a trade al-
ready important and destined to be vastly mcre so with the increased impori-
snce of those mines, The facility afforded to the peovle of the Stinking
Yater, whose trade with B3llings merchants is already of considerable vol-
ume, will tend to secure to Billings the whole of the trade of that growing

and proeperous section.
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